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The Great Barrier Reef is one of the most complex and 
spectacular marine ecosystems on the planet, and a 
bucket list destination unlike any other for those who 
enjoy snorkelling and diving, fishing and boating, or 
any of the myriad marine activities on offer. 

Responsible Reef Practices are a series of steps 
all visitors can take to minimise their impact when 
visiting the Great Barrier Reef. These practices include 
following marine park zoning rules, low impact boating 
and anchoring, acting safely and responsibly around 
marine life, best practice diving and snorkelling, 
responsible fishing and waste disposal, low impact 
water sports and island visiting. 

These practices are available on the Reef Authority 
website, through the Eye on the Reef app, and regularly 
promoted through our social media messaging.

Responsible Reef Practices  

1.	 Follow boating guidelines: When boating, anchor 
on sand or mud away from coral, or ideally use 
designated moorings. This helps to prevent coral 
damage.  

2.	 Operate all motor craft safely:  Follow all speed 
limits and be aware of marine life, specifically 
around whale season and turtle nesting periods. 
Go slow for those below. 

3.	 Know your zones: Some activities and operations 
occurring in the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park 
and the Great Barrier Reef (Coast) Marine Park may 

not be allowed or may require a permit. Make sure 
you know what activities are permitted in different 
zones and ensure you have the correct permission 
– where required – for your activity.  

4.	 Respect wildlife: Observe marine animals from a 
distance without chasing or feeding them, which 
can alter their natural behaviours and create unsafe 
conditions, particularly where crocodiles or sharks 
are present.

5.	 Dispose of waste properly: Litter, especially 
plastics, pollutes the Reef environment and harms 
marine animals. Take your waste home with you 
and use recycling and waste facilities on land.

6.	 Take only photos: Taking shells and marine 
creatures disrupts the ecosystem and is illegal 
in protected areas. Corals are fragile and can be 
easily damaged by physical contact, which can 
lead to disease and death. Avoid touching where 
possible. 

7.	 Tell us what you see: The Eye on the Reef app 
enables you access zoning maps and rules and 
record Reef health, animal sightings or incidents. 
The app also works outside of mobile range. By 
using the app, you contribute valuable data to 
help Reef managers understand and protect these 
ecosystems.

Scan the QR code below to 
see the step by step guide to 
Responsible Reef Practices.


